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Abstract 

The decision of the Japanese government to discharge Fukushima’s treated nuclear-contaminated water 

into the sea is not merely a domestic policy but a critical international legal issue impacting global marine 

ecology and legal order. This article analyzes the legality of Japan's actions under international law. 

Firstly, it analyzes Japan’s obligations under core international environmental law principles: the 

precautionary principle and the duty to prevent transboundary environmental harm. Secondly, it assesses 

compliance failures in Japan’s discharge plan--procedurally and substantively--under key treaties: the 

UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, the London Convention on Dumping, and the Convention on 

Nuclear Safety. These failures indicate potential breaches of international legal obligations. Finally, it 

explores accountability mechanisms and remedies for affected states, including state responsibility, 

cross-border environmental damage claims, and international judicial proceedings. 

 


